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Quarantine 



New York Hospital (1817) 

 

Thomas Cock M.D.: 

Cholera Asphyxia 

 
 Havoc among the destitute and  

houseless emigrants  

who were collected 

 

It extended itself thence to Quebec, and before any 
or but few,  

 

 
had resumed at any intermediate place,  

 
 

it suddenly appeared in  
 

New York City. The  
first    case recurring 

 on the 27th of June. 

n 

Its mortality   was astonishing, but its victims  

Wholly 

the abandoned sensualist,  

the profligate, 

the drunkard.  



 
Cholera Asphyxia:   August 5, 1817.  
 Richard Hunds, born in England, Age 35, a steadfast 

man. 
(Living freely since the Saturday previous.) 

 
eaten a considerable quantity of cherries and lobster 
 

 
Tongue slightly coated with a white fuzz.  

      cold 
Cholera Asphyxia:   
 

 
Frequent vomiting in  
large quantities  

 
clear,  
watery fluid, 

  which gives no pain  
 
of great anxiety, sharp and contracted. 

Has corn tea for drink.     No 
dejections---pulse  

Vomiting; his 
 Voice 
 better,  
stronger, 

     
Tongue       

warmer     
Cholera Asphyxia:  August 30, 1817 
 Charles Williams, a seaman, born in Sweden, age 20 

No urine. 

Also urinated again. He remarks that his 

tone      of voice is greatly 

changed from   the natural  



The medicine at this hour was returned  

But 
repeated. 
Handsome ineffectual attempts to vomit.  

Tongue is thrust 

 between the teeth   at  
every  
inspiration. 
 
10:40 motions observed with big toe of the right 
foot.         

10:45 Patient DEAD  

as far as respiration   and pulsation 
are concerned. 

 
The rectus femurs   contracted to such a 
degree as to slightly bend  the knee. The muscles  
  

of the thorose and right arm then  

began to act  about  
    45 minutes after death  

 

  body appeared to make an  
effort  

to straighten itself in bed. 

lower  

extremity  

bent to a right angle at the knee and balanced 

 



Cholera Asphyxia:  Equal in force to those   
which occurred during life in  

the early stage 

 

of the patient’s illness. 

 

The         postmortem movements continued  
nearly two hours. 

 

 The body seen upon the table  

Cholera Asphyxia: heat from the abdomen than before death 

Crowded with blood. 

The stomach was nearly filled with a  grass green 
fluid  with   whitish flakes floating through  

 

Cholera Asphyxia:  Small points  brightened color   

Sparsely 
 scattered over contained a  
large quantity of a  
yellow fluid.  
A  slight blink   of redness. 

The rectum was filled      
 yellow fecal  fluid which 

suppurated hydrogen gas. 

When cut into dark blood issued. 

Cholera Asphyxia: Black as ink,  

Nothing singular    



a little black blood 
Matter  
from the brain  

effusion extending 
 

John B. Beck M.D.: 

Ten or twelve other cases of Cholera occurred in the 
Hospital arising  

various causes. One of them had entered laboring 
under a    quotidian fever of 3 mos. 

 
The emesis  
continuing until his death 

 

Resisting all our astringents and alternatives 
Ulcerative lesion  

defends the obstinate diarrhea. 

60-70 dejections which he kept entirely 
concealed   from 

 the physicians.  

entire absence of pain 

The administration of mercurials, both internally and 
externally was the  

sheet anchor upon which were placed our 
hopes  

Hot applications     surface  
   cold 

  

Ice  (of which they were very fond) 
 
 



In the stage of collapse,  
or in the approach to it, stimuli were   

       
 administered 

 
Cholera Asphyxia: September 5, 1817 

abdominal pain 
  in    

epigastric region 

Restlessness corrugated fingers integuments of  

extremities cool. 

Cholera Asphyxia: He slept a little during the day. 

complains of hunger, not thirst. 

 Sep. 21 = dis  charged cured. 

Yellow Fever: August 30, 1817 
Andrew Thomas, a very stout, hearty looking man about 
25 years of age. 
 
The pulse was calm and soft,  

 

the tongue clean. 

 No very great alteration. 

Much anxiety. 

Powders Calomel Pulo Antimonials & Nitre  

Mist Effervesce was changed for Lime water and milk 
and a blister was applied over stomach.  

84   beats    in    
a  minute 

Eyes dull & red, 
 



expressive of prostration & anxiety, no pain. Bowels 
open 

Yellow Fever: This afternoon his mouth became affected 
by the Mercury. 

Some slight Hiccup began about noon. 

Slimy & red,  
trunk & head. 

 

Cold eyes red 

No pain. 

In the evening     black flakey 
vomit.  
 
 
 

Cholera Asphyxia: The wine and the 
ammonia  have been given freely.  
 
Rubefacients have been    

 employed with hot      
    bricks. 
 

Tongue dirty & red skin warm,  
eyes red suffused & stupid. 

Yellow Fever: Great tendency to stupor, some low 
delirium. 

Stimuli      freely 
administered.  

This morning at ½ past 1 o’clock with a struggle. 

12 o’clock 

it ceased. 

An examination was much desired by permission  



Could 
not  
be 
obtained.  

 
Yellow Fever: August 14, 1818 

Thomas Hoffernand 
 

His tongue covered with white fur. 
peculiar   depression  &  distress in 

his countenance.  

He said he felt no    stupid & sleepy. 

Dr. C. ordered the bleeding. 

 

fluid like coffee, from this time, he rapidly grew 
worse. 

 

Yellow Fever: About ten o’clock am. 

On opening the abdomen 

 the viscera were paler than 
the liver. The stomach was also pale but with  

 scattered  red  
 

points.  

The intestines large flakes of black matter 

 like tinder 

 mixed with a white curdy matter.  

 

The brain was then examined but no 
morbid appearances were observable. 



John Neclion M.D.: 

A few days after    several others 
occurred in the same spot presenting the same 
appearance    These were pronounced 
unequivocal cases 

of Yellow Fever 

  & proved the beginning of the epidemic of 1822.  

 
 
Yellow Fever: July 12, 1822 

Button Weaver, Born North Carolina, aged 19 years, a 
Seaman. 
 
 
indicated a       high 

grade of bilious fever, 
 attended with much delirium. 

       

the next day  

when he expired. 

Yellow Fever: July 12, 1822 
Thomas Tages, born Massachusetts, aged 25 years 
(In port about a fortnight during which time he was 
almost continually intoxicated.) 
 
    His puke was small and quick 

q 
 

mildness. He slept well  

his sleep was disturbed and he awoke apparently 
much  

agitated, crying out  

some one was   murdering   him;  



His enemies were.       
standing in red 

Yellow Fever: frequently, violent tremors and starting  

pulse   small and rapid. 

On receiving his health  
that diagnosable smell  

Peculiarly characteristic  

Yellow Fever: strong brandy toddy was given 

but it seemed to have little effect; frequently 
jumped out of bed, apparently with the  

 
 
vision of escaping. 

Bed strap, 

 seemed to add   to   inquietude, 
for the    disturbed imagination 

 

continued while he at the same time was sensible of 
his    inability to escape.  

 

He soon began to rave  

most violently which continued for some 
time would end in him muttering and 
picking at the covering. 

Answer to one or two questions, but if more were 
proposed he would return to his former violence and 
raving. 

Yellow Fever    Half an ounce  

 of Laudenum, one ophuephunic AEther,  



and three of mint  
water combined. 

Cholera Asphyxia: quite  

rational and comforted. A cup of strong beef tea was 
given to him. 

The Opium, restraint. 

He preferred the infusion of Terpentania to any other 
drink. 

Cholera Morbus: August 3, 1822 

Margaret Shain, born in Ireland, aged 31 years old 
(This woman had indulged herself in too free living,) 
 

purging.  which greatly reduced her. 

 

  
Let the corn water 

  mixture be discontinued Discontinue powders. 
 
 

Dysentery: July 7, 1832 
Alexander Dempsey, Age 35, Ireland, Cook 
 

try the efficacy of Clarks Special Injection 

 

 decidedly beneficial.  

during which time the patient  
was quite comfortable--- it produced 
perspiration in all,  
 
 



considerable nausea in many 
 and in a few, actual vomiting  

 

One of fifteen months   the other of nine 

 

Yellow Fever: September 2, 1832 
Patrick Kealy, age 25, married, Ireland 
 
 
manifested  
neither more, 
nor worse symptoms  
 
 

Dysentery: bilious attacks. 
  

Yellow Fever: the coffee ground vomiting attendant 

 of yellow fever 

Of a glassy appearance His skin     
yellowish tinge, the face   and neck  

To carry him away. 

the time water and milk  

     but without the 
least advantage,   for no sooner had it 
reached the stomach than it was vomited up.  

His reply was always no 

 

“Don’t speak to me! You hurt me.” 

   asked  



 If    the      
speaking hurt his ears! 

 

Dysentery: The internal coat of the stomach could be 
separated with the fingers  with  the  greatest  

           ease 
   

Cholera Spasmodica: July 7, 1834 (4 o’clock PM) 
Samuel Caspenten, Seaman, Born in Connecticut, age 45 
 

Well marked, voice husky and ventrilocuting 

case No. 24, preceeding, History. 

and is now as I have related, treatment and 
prognosis. 

Pain diminished. Surface warm and covered with 
perspiration. 

Supposing that it would soon stop, yesterday, the 
discharges became more frequent 

made external 

 

Tung cold and anemic, like the  
tung of a corpse. 
 

Is now quiet.  Repeat. sleep. 

 

a different being. 

He has entirely and completely survived. 

 



Cholera Spasmodica: July 15, 1834 
 Charles Carson, England, age 20, Seaman 
violent cramps. 

Attended with acute pain in stomach and a spasmodic 
action  

like matter    in which flocculas 

 are suspended 

and in large quantities, seeping out in a full sound 
stream as from       
    the     
       spout 

of  
a 
pump. 

Dysentery: An anxious feeble moan 

 Skin  corrugated  and  sunken  Eyes  sunken 

     it feels hot. 

Cholera Spasmodica: Insatiable thirst. 

  

History. 

 

Cholera Spasmodica: (Has been imprudent since his 
discharge, in drinking alcoholic liquids.) 

 

Cholera Morbus: Preceding days 

Allowed his legs to hang over the foot of the bed  

 



hot water with powder of mustard. 

Paste of Thorax. 

Hot bricks        
    covered  

up in damp clothes. 

 
Continue the same course. 
No new symptoms 

 

Belleview Hospital (1867) 

 

Typhus Fever:  February 3, 1867 

Alex Mckinnis, 23, Single, Scotland, Steward 

pains in his bones  chill lasting  
 a few moments 

 then pain  

    intense febrile excitement 

 Face 
 dusky red 
tongue dry      & brownish  

 

dull & wandering, at times delirious. 

 Abdomen covered  

elevated pinkish rash disappearing with 
difficulty on pressure & punctuated.  

Large mucous. 
  



When he puts out his tongue, he forgets to put it 
back again. 

 

Delirious last night, a passage from bowels.  

Face brighter 

 
 
Dysentery: June 3, 1867 

George McGinis age 30, single, native of Ireland, 
Flagman by occupation 
 

Admitted. 

Bloody  
and slimy and  

 

he says he had from 15-20. 

 They were not so painful as formerly 

 The medicine continued and he was. 

 

Typhoid: June 17, 1867 
Martin B. Ballens, age 39, widower, Vermont, Laborer 
 
 
no diarrhoea  

no eruption. Pulse is 100. Tongue is coated but 
moist, not brown. 

 Seems to be rather stupid and we cannot 
  
get 
 much 
 a story  



from him. 
   came on him all at once. 

Typhoid: June 18, 1867 
John Hartigan, age 21, New York, Printer 

 

He states      8 days.  

His illness commenced with a chill  

  

Bleeding from the nose.     
   Heat of skin 

  

Acute Dysentery: June 19, 1867 
Emma King, age 26, widow, New York, Dressmaker 
Sick. 

  Taken with an inflammation of the bowels 
  swelled up 

 Her pain. 

 She doesn’t remember 

Acute Dysentery:     Pure blood 

   First s lime after mixed with blood.  

     Pus mixed with Urine.  

 

Acute Dysentery: She has very often desire. 

  

Pain on pressure. 

 



Typhoid: July 1, 1867 

Eddie Bendix, age 17 Single, Germany, Cigar maker 

countenance was dull and he was stupid and delirious.  

Tongue coated with white and moist. 

 Pulse small, quick, and weak. 

 

Dysentery: July 2, 1867 
Daniel Williams, age 39, widower, West Indies, Barber 
 

DR. Flint 

3 other  
attacks of the same disease. 
 
 

Dysentery: After he evacuated he was not    
 relieved  

again.  

 Has stopped entirely  

And he feels. 

 

Cholera Morbus:    July 5, 1867 
Ann McMully, age 46, Widow, Ireland, Domestic 
Palpitation    Great weakening    

. 

poor. Tongue normal. 

 Going upstairs. 

 



Cholera Morbus: July 6, 1867 
Mary Morton, age 35, widow, Ireland, Domestic 
 

ten days ago  was taken with diarrhoea 

 Pour    drink all the time 

 
 
 

plaster over her abdomen and the next day to stop her 
vomiting  

 
which was persistent 

 Teaspoonful 3 times daily and a tonic. 
 Teaspoonful 3 times daily. 

Cholera Morbus:  July 8, 1867 
Margaret Rynaldo, age 60, widow, Ireland, domestic 

 

Has always been. 

commenced in the abdominal muscles and extended down 
the thighs and legs. 

24 hours. 

Pulse    quick    and  very 
feeble  

 

surface and bathed in cold perspiration. Countenance 
pale and anxious. 

Cholera Morbus: July 11, 1867 
Patric Kealy, age 25, married, Ireland, colposser 
This lasted for about 2 hours and after went off of 
itself will and taking any medicine at all. He feels 
now perfectly well. 



 Treatment. 

 Rest. 

 

Cholera Morbus: July 14, 1867 

Kate W. Clamer, age 27, widow, Ireland, Domestic 

S 

 Treatment was ordered. 

 Treatment.  

 Morphine. 

 Abdomen. 

 

Typhoid: July 17th, 1867 

Daniel Marbell, age 26, single, U.S. leger marker 

Has had a chill followed by a high fever two days 
after he had another chill and 

the next day after a third one. 

 

fever all along up to  

 

vomiting and diarrhea the time also. 

   

Respir
ation 110 100 
(?) 



His skin is hot and dry, 

 sometimes  

moist and sometimes bathed in profuse perspiration. 

 

 His countenance is vicious 
expressive  
grave disease. 

 

Cholera Morbus: Eyes dull. 

 

He has been coughing all night and has great 
dyspnoea. 

 

Cholera Morbus: July 24, 1867 
Patrich Cunningham age 22, Ireland, Single, Dry goods  
(He was perfectly well up to 14 days ago) 
Suppository to be introduced 

 into the rectum hour after each discharge. 

 

Acute Dysentery: July 25, 1867 
John Kelley age 37 married, Ireland  
 
Felt     hot all day and drank a  

Good 

 Deal 

 of ice water and vinegar. 

TD: Increasing in frequency, 



until now.  

 His discharges too. 

Cholera Morbus:  July 25, 1867 
James Hardfor, age 40, Single, Ireland, 

carpenter 
 

Appetite poor. 

 One   every 3 hours 

 
 
Cholera Morbus:  July 26, 1867 

Elisabeth Chill, age 42, widow, England 
 

General weakness, loss of appetite, and 
soreness of the feet and she felt miserable in 
every respect. 

 

Taken with Jaundice. 

 10 weeks ago was healthier in (Ward 25) 

         

She is doing well. 

 

Cholera Morbus: July 29, 1867 
Anne Boody 

All the symptoms 

The days    the nights  

  



Suffered 

 

Dysentery: August 7, 1867 
Charles O. Ray, unknown, Married, Mass shipmaster 
He had always been very healthy until about 11 weeks 
ago 
 

from this, he apparently 
recovered. 

 

He fainted away; had violent purging  

partially 
unconscious. 

 

has lost a good deal of flesh. 

  

Dysentery: Urine was examined but    no 
Alburnen was   found. 

Acute Dysentery: August 8th, 1867.  
 Mary White, Age 24, Ireland, Servant, Single 

 

Also passed blood and mucus.  
Scibula 
Were 
found.     Abdomen tender 
 over the colon. 

 Skin hot. 

Discharge continues.  



Bismuth & Opium. August 
10th stomach somewhat 
irritable, powders to be  

injection of Aquous set of Opium. 

 

Abdomen Tender. Tongue dry. 

 

 Pulse getting     weaker. 

Ordered milk, 

  brandy,  
eggs. 

 

Dysentery: August 8, 1867 
Alexander Dempsey, age 35, Ireland, Cook 

Blood and mucus in his passages. 

Doing badly.    of Opium and Aqueous 
extract of Opium, one gram after each passage. 

 

profuse night 
sweats. 

 

Cholera Asiatica: August 11, 1867 
J.S. Warner, age unknown, Bookkeper 

(drinking heavily for several days prior to admission 
and stated that during the day he was seized.) 

 Hot        
 skin, frequent diarrhea  



daily colored and 
offensive stools. 

Dysentery: Was ordered mercurial catholic 

  No trembling of the tongue 

 

Cholera Morbus:    

passing a thick, 
dark 
 colored fluid. 

  

Opium & Bismuth powders and Opium injections.  

Does  not  check  the  discharge  in  the  
slightest  

Last 
evening was 
ordered 
Brandy which 
he has been 
taking freely 

During the night 

 became cold, blue, and pulseless 

 

Cholera Morbus: August 12, 1867 
James Mahan, age 56, Laborer 
 

Dark offensive material 

he was brought into the hospital in an exhausted 
condition. 

 



oppressed breathing. 

Discharged. 

 

Malaria: August 14 1867 
Ann Murphy, age 41, Domestic, Ireland, Widow 
 
 

living in Harlem    
 two years. 

Sickness at stomach. Chilly 
sensations 

 followed by fever and sweating. 

   every other day  

Being perfectly 

 well but  

anaemic 

Acute Dysentery: August 14, 1867 
William Stone, age 45, Farmer, England 
 

vomiting of a dark colored material  Found 
to be healthy. 

Doses  
Four       Times a day. 
 

Acute Dysentery:  August 23, 1867 
Thomas Chapman 

 

Was taken with diarrhea which  though profuse  
was painless. 



Tongue red and dry 

 

 little pain except  

during act of  

defecation. 

 

Ordered 

Rejection of an ounce of the following medicine 

 

Ordered the patient to be placed under opium to such 
an extent as  would suffice to bring respiration down 
to the normal number at least and not  below 12 per 
minute. 

Morphine 10 PM 

Acute Dysentery: September 25, 1867 
James Higgins, age 25, New York, Laborer, single 
(He has been drinking for the last week and has dined 
upon the “cold cold ground”) 

Complains of  

Passed some blood.  

Pain in Iliac region. 
Evacuations of mucus with 
blood. 

Tongue furred. 

Bone 
pain   

 of Rheumatic character.  



 

Acute Dysentery: September 30, 1867 
Charles Clark, Age 29, Austria, Single, Sailor 
 

twenty-three days ago. 

taken with chills, 
pain in head and back, 
followed by fever and 
sweating. 

 

  This was on the afternoon of every other day.  

 

Since that time has recurred  

 

coming on a little later every day.  

Now comes on at 7 PM 

Quinine 
Capsicum & Opium 
 

Typhoid (Malarial): October 1, 1867 
 James Smith, Age 23, Single Ireland, Policeman   

  
delirious  

 

 

answer questions indifferently.    
 a sensation of heaviness. 

 Languor,  



   by loss of appetite,  

heat of skin, desire to drink. 

 Brown tongue. 
 Scattered      rose-colored  

spots  
Acute Dysentery: He complains  

Transferred to the pavilion and drinks and 
quinine 

  

Today he is up and dressed. 

Cholera Morbus: October 2, 1867 
John A. Pfeil, age 29, single, Germany, Laborer 
 

On the day of admission, 
after exposure to cold  

 

The vomiting and ejections were frequent and exhausting.  
weakness 

Cholera Morbus: abdominal uneasiness 

 

Malaria Uterine: October 9th, 1867 
Kate Clark, age 22, single, Ireland, Domestic 
Chills and fever a short time before admission 

 Complains of debility 
No derangement of menses. 
Transferred to the Uterine ward. 

 

Typhoid: October 22 
Antoine Schissinger, Age 40 Hungary, Peddler 
  



pain in his abdomen and jumped overboard  
He was but slightly asphyxiated. 
 

Typhoid: October 22, 1867 
Cary Comens, age 17, U.S., Domestic 

Unable to   tell     more. 
Brought in on stretcher. 

 She is       
slightly delirious,  
difficult to get out of bed. 

 

Typhoid: Patient very weak. Ordered whiskey every 2 
hours. Ice to swallow.    

Cured by placebos or anodynes 

 
Morbus: November 20, 1867 

Owen Kerrigan, age 31, Ireland, Single, Laborer 
(Family history good. He has always been a moderate 
drinker.)  

Seven years ago     
several ulcers on his penis,  
the cicatrices of which still exist. 

He had an eruption, scabs in his hair, falling out 
of his hair 

Ohio. 

 

Typhus Fever:        

 A few tawny spots      
scattered  

None of the dullness changes  
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